
Parents for Peace and Justice: Workshop Series
WHO WE ARE:
Parents for Peace and Justice (PPJ) was formed in 2013 by co-founders Elizabeth Ramirez,
who lost her own son in an unsolved killing, and Robert Torres, who was touched and inspired
by Elizabeth’s story -- and by her tireless passion to help others who suffered a similar fate.

PPJ, a 501(c)3 organization headquartered in Belmont Cragin, serves families affected by gun
violence in the predominantly Latino neighborhoods of the Northwest side of Chicago: Humboldt
Park, Belmont Cragin, Hermosa, and Logan Square.

PPJ’s approach is three-pronged:
1. Violence Prevention: addressing the violence before it happens through

activity-focused youth programming
2. Healing Support: helping families cope with the loss that results from violence
3. Victim Advocacy: advocating for justice through vigils, media campaigns, and

legislative advocacy

THE WORKSHOP SERIES:
The PPJ workshop series is part of our violence prevention efforts, and is designed for at-risk youth
ages 10-14. The goal is to expose the youth to exciting career trajectories, and spark passion for
learning and their own futures, before they reach high school. Early interventions and positive adult
role models are a key component to violence prevention in our city.

We launched the program in summer 2021 in partnership with local business leaders in the fields of:
photography, construction, culinary, auto body, and electrical. We reached over 100 young people
over our first 5 workshops, and now have a waiting list of 50+ more students waiting to register for
new offerings.  We are now seeking talented and passionate community members in a variety of
fields to help lead a workshop.

WHAT TO CONSIDER:
- A successful workshop has two components: a personal story and a hands-on activity

- Personal story: we ask each workshop host to start the evening with their career
trajectory. Was your path non-traditional? Did you go to trade school? Did you
start in a different field, and then switch? What did you learn along the way?
What are average salaries for people in your field? Is it a union job? These are
some of the topics you could cover in your opening remarks, and the young
people are always eager to learn.

- Hands-on activity: How can you get the youth involved in your field? Past
workshops have had youth painting car bumpers, installing drywall, taking
photos, re-wiring electrical sockets, and cooking dinner! We encourage you to get
creative with this element of the workshop.



- Where to host the workshop? We have space available on certain weeknight evenings in
Belmont Cragin. Many of the workshops have been hosted here, and we will do our best
to accommodate you, if you wish to host it here. If you have another location that would
make more sense to host the workshop, like your own studio or office, we can
accommodate that as well.

- What is your capacity? If it’s just you teaching, we recommend capping the workshop at
20 students. If you have colleagues to help, we can admit more students. The autobody
workshop had 60 students!

- Other than your time, what are you able to give to the students? Some workshop hosts
have provided relevant “gifts” to the students, like small tool sets, cutting boards, etc.
Others have provided refreshments, like beverages and dinner. It is not necessary to
provide anything extra to host a workshop, but you are more than welcome to do so.

Interested? Contact Robert Torres at parentsforpeaceandjustice@gmail.com

Here are some photos from our past workshops!
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