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Parents for Peace and Justice (founded in 2013) is a Chicago-based 501(c)(3) non-profit organization on the
frontlines of the violence epidemic. We are writing this letter in support of Governors State University (GSU) and
the BHWET 2021-2025 grant. We have partnered with GSU in the past to provide training experiences to their
students and to provide additional education, socio-emotional support, and mental health interventions for families
in Chicago impacted by violence. We would like to expand these experiential trainings for GSU students and expand
support for children, adolescents, and their families to deal with the trauma of violence. If the grant is funded, we
will partner with GSU to provide training and experience to the GSU interns and they will also provide
psychoeducational and mental health intervention to children and adults in Chicago impacted by violence.

Our programs center on the community and partners working together to stop violence, promote peace and support
those in need. We work with children primarily from ages 8-14 and their parents/families. We are based in a Latinx
community and the majority of our participants are Latinx and other people of color living in high needs areas. We
fight for peace by providing anti-violence programs and therapy for those in need, and we demand justice for
victims of violence. We partner with professionals, businesses, donors, volunteers, and philanthropists to structure
and launch programs designed to create peace and bring justice to communities in Chicago. We intervene on behalf
of youth and their families by following the following programs:

1.  We Offer Programs That Prevent Violence
Our programs center on the community and partners working together to stop violence, promote peace and support
those in need. We provide adaptive, customized programs based on the needs of each community. In our hearts, we
know programs matter. We see the positive effects they have on individuals and communities, but there’s also
compelling statistical evidence that show programs have a profound, lasting impact. The University of Chicago
Urban Labs reports that violent crime arrests drop 33% for program participants.
We Offer Programs That Prevent Violence
One example of a program focused on children and adolescents is our sports programs. Teaching life through
sports—that is the basis of our partnership with Pro Sports Experience. Pro Sports Experience provides accessible,
community-based sports programs for our kids ages 6-15 years old.

Joined by partners that include the Chicago Bears, Green Bay Packers and NFL Alumni, programs are led by pro
educators and coaches, NFL Alumni and professional sports heroes. While kids learn to run, throw, catch and
compete like an NFL player, even more, they learn essential life skills that remain with them forever. When a
participant learns the value of composure, humility, grace, teamwork and absolute integrity through sports, we have
contributed to something that profoundly impacts a person, family and community for a lifetime.

2.  We Help People Affected by Violence & Murder
When someone is murdered, that pain and trauma ripples through families and communities for decades. We show
them they are not alone, and we connect them with resources that help them heal through therapy, support groups
and personal support.
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https://news.uchicago.edu/article/2017/06/29/chicago-jobs-program-reduces-youth-violence-urban-labs-study-shows
https://www.prosportsexperience.com/
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3.  We Seek Justice for Victims of Violence
The pain of losing a loved one to violence is devastating and that pain is magnified when the case is unsolved. We
advocate for justice through media initiatives, vigils, and marches.

The partnership with GSU will expose mental health professionals and allied health professionals in training to
underserved populations who have been impacted with violence. They will learn about violence prevention,
advocating for those impacted by violence and justice for parents of children murdered, and help children,
adolescents, and families work through the trauma of a family member being murdered.

Sincerely,

Robert Torres

Executive Director, Parents for Peace and Justice
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